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Text: Romans 8:14–17
Topic: Adoption

Objective: This lesson will begin to instill in students a sense of belonging and help them understand their role in the family of Christ.

I. Opening questions
· Have you ever felt like you just didn’t quite fit in? When? Why?

· When are the times you feel like you most fit in or belong? Why?
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II. Teaching
A. What does “adoption” mean? 

· You are officially God’s child. When we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we become the children of God. Even though we’ve constantly disobeyed God the Father up until that point, he still welcomes us with open arms, just like the father from Jesus’ parable, The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11–32).

· You and God have a new relationship. Jesus called God “Abba,” or “Father.” When we’re adopted into God’s family, we can call him “Abba, Father,” too. Some of you may not have very good relationships with your fathers. Maybe you’ve been wounded or abandoned. But God loves us the way all fathers should but not always can. He’s nurturing, protective, and will never abandon us, (Rom. 8:15).

· You have a place to belong. Not only do we become his children, but we’re also part of his entire family. Think about all the people you know in your school who are broken, desperate, and alone. Even people who seem to be popular or who are connected to thousands of others through social media can feel alone. But in God’s family we’re loved, accepted, and surrounded by a family of believers.
Optional illustration. Mike and Sharon Dennehy have adopted children from all around the world, many of them with special needs. Their heart was gripped with the desire to be doers of God’s word, not just hearers. And their story is an inspiration to many as to how God sees us as his adopted children. Mike Dennehy says, “Being born into a family—you don’t even decide that. It kind of happens biologically. But when you’re adopted, your parents looked out at the whole world and picked you.”

Joni and Friends. “Mike and Sharon.” http://www.joniandfriends.org/radio/5-minute/mike-and-sharon/ (accessed June 8, 2017)







B. What does adoption mean for me?

· We’re connected to Christ. When someone is adopted into a family, they are given exactly the same rights and privileges as biological children. So when God adopts us into his family, we are given the same privileges as his son, Jesus. Everything Jesus earned on the cross is given to us, too: forgiveness of sins, victory over death, eternal life, and blessings beyond count, (Rom. 8:17).

· It’s our job to share the love. God loves all of his children more than we can imagine. And that means we should love each other, too. It doesn’t matter if you’re poor or rich, young or old, introverted or extroverted. It doesn’t matter where you come from or what race you are. The divisions of the world don’t apply anymore—anyone can be a part of God’s family, (Gal. 3:28).

C. So now what?

· You are wanted. You may feel alone, unimportant, or unlovable. But God longs to adopt you into his family. He wants to make you his child.
Optional Illustration: Rebecca was given up for adoption after her mom was raped, and struggled to have any self worth. It wasn’t until she understood what it meant to be adopted into God’s family, that she realized her value is priceless. “I got a good foundation at that point and began to learn more about what God has to say about orphans. It’s in the spirit of adoption that we’re called to be God’s children through Christ.  Wow,” she exclaims. “It was a huge weight that was lifted and to realize that I could actually have a fresh start. I wasn’t just now tainted goods. God didn’t see me that way.” 

CBN. “Rebecca Kiessling: Adopted into God’s Family.” http://www.cbn.com/tv/1412664664001 (accessed June 8, 2017)



· God is near. When you’re in God’s family, your relationship with him moves from distant to near. He is approachable—are you approaching him? Relationships take quality time and intimacy. Do those things describe your relationship with God? 

· Forgive others. How are your relationships with your spiritual “family members”? The Father forgave you and accepted you into his family. Can you do the same for other people?

· Tell your story. Can you communicate your adoption story? If you had five minutes to tell someone how you came to be a part of God’s family, what would you say?






III. Additional Resources
· Look through these YouTube video testimonies of families who chose to adopt children: https://www.youtube.com/user/BethanyChristianSvcs
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Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

**LeaderTreks recommends preveiwing all video clips and websites in this lesson before showing them to students. These links are optional and not required in order to lead an effective large group talk. Websites often change, and links may not always have the same result. LeaderTreks will do its best to keep them updated and fresh; however, in the event that they do not function properly, we cannot retain responsibility. 

***Any reference within this piece to Internet addresses of websites not under the administration of LeaderTreks is not to be taken as an endorsement of these websites by LeaderTreks; neither does LeaderTreks vouch for their content.
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