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“There are two types of people in this world: those who know 
they’re lost and those who don’t.”

That sounds deep, but have you ever thought of yourself as 
lost? Sure, there are good days and bad days, and everyone 
messes up every once in a while, but “lost” can sound a bit 
harsh. 

It turns out, this is exactly what Jesus wanted to tell us 
through the story of The Prodigal Son. Before a mixed crowd 
of infamous sinners and super-religious people, Jesus used 
the example of two brothers—the Runaway and the Hard-
Heart—to show that there’s more than one way to be lost. 
The same is true for us. Thankfully, Jesus also shows us the 
one way to come back home.

God wantS to Connect with you.  
In fact, he’s looking forward to it. But how ready are 
you to connect with him? As you go in and out of 
the sessions and devotional times, make sure you are 
willing to listen to him and learn from him. He prom-
ises that he will come near to you if you come near to 
him (James 4:8). Try it!

what you Put into this Study 
is what you’ll Get out of it.
There are people all around you who have spent a lot 
of time praying for you and getting ready to invest 
in you. You’ll probably meet some new people, hear 
some new speakers, and get a chance to spend 
some quality time with God and with friends. Take 
advantage of it! Ask hard questions. Commit to being 
authentic and honest. God wants to use this time 
and these people in your life.    

HeRe are Some thinGs you need to 
Know as you Go thRougH this Study:

WELCOME TO PRODIGAL
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the Runaway
No matter what your home is like, there 
are probably a few household rules that 
really grind your gears. Either they don’t 
make sense, they get in the way of your 
life, or they just seem pointless. These are 
the rules that make you feel controlled, 
claustrophobic. They make you roll your 
eyes, shuffle your feet, and hold a grudge 
against any authority figure that gets in 
your way.

Sometimes, we think of God this way. 
When we think of God as just a rule-maker, 
we start to avoid him. We wonder if life 
really is better when we follow his rules. 
We roll our eyes when another Bible study 
tells us how to live. We sit through another 
retreat that asks us to commit to even more 
rules. If we’re honest, it seems like our 
friends outside of church have the “good 
life” and we’re the crazy ones. 

Thankfully, God is much more than a rule-
maker; he’s our Father. It took a rock-bottom 
moment, a bowl of pig-slop, and a long walk 
home before the Runaway found that out. 
What can you learn from his story?

session oNE iNTRo
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These two pages are designed so you can take note of anything that 
stands out to you and that you think is worth remembering during the 
large group talk. This talk will set the stage for the rest of the session. 

Consider writing down main points, quotes, Bible verses, and any 
questions that pop into your head.

the Runaway
SeSsion 1 laRge GrouP noteS
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How are you like 
the Runaway who has 
trouble believing that 

following the rules could 
ever lead to “the good life”?

 What’s the hardest part 
about trusting that you don’t 

have to earn your place in 
God’s family—that God always 

welcomes us home with no 
strings attached?
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Maria’s favorite band was finally coming to town—the show was 
just an hour away from where she lived. All her school friends 
were going, and she wanted more than anything else in the world 
to go too. She’d been saving her money for months to be able to 
afford the ticket. But there was just one problem: it was a school 
night and her parents said she couldn’t go. Maria didn’t want 
to let her parents down, but they were overreacting. And deep 
down, she just wanted to have an adventure!

Maria decided she didn’t care what her parents said; she was 
going. She secretly bought a ticket online. When her friends 
came to pick her up, she ran for the door, hoping to sneak out. 
But her mom was waiting.

“Maria, I thought we talked about this. Your dad and I gave you a 
curfew for a reason,” she said. Maria had expected her mom to 
be mad, but instead she sounded sad. 

“I don’t care what you think. You just never want me to have 
any fun,” Maria yelled back as she slammed the door behind her 
and ran out to the car. She felt invigorated—after all, weren’t 
teenagers supposed to rebel? She was finally doing exactly what 
she wanted without worrying about anyone else, and it felt like 
freedom. 

But the night didn’t go as planned. When they got to the show, 
Maria discovered she’d been scammed—her ticket was a fake! 
Her friends’ tickets worked, so they left her behind. “Text us if 
you get in,” they called back as they hurried inside. Alone in the 
parking lot with no car and almost no money, Maria realized she 
really only had one option: she was going to have to call her mom 
and beg her to come pick her up.

the Runaway
SeSsion 1 Small GrouP
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what about maRia’S Story did you moSt Relate to?

if you weRe maRia, what would be the HaRdest PaRt 
about CallinG your mom?
 

where do you Get your ideaS about what “the Good 
liFe” is? what are the diFferent veRsions you See? 
How do you deCide whicH one is woRtH PuRsuing?

Have you ever Felt liKe your FaitH waS HoldinG you 
baCk From SomethinG you wanted to do?  
did you do that thinG anyway? why or why not?
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A LiTtLE DEEpER
JOhn 8:34: “JEsus rEPLIED, ‘VEry TRuLy I TELL yOu, EvERyOnE 
WhO sins Is A sLAvE TO sin.’”
What does it mean to be a “slave to sin”? How have you seen this in your 
own life?
 

Does this verse make you feel more hopeful or hopeless? Why?

GaLaTiAns 5:13: “FOr yOu WErE caLLED TO FREEDOm, bROthErs. 
OnLy DO nOT usE yOuR FREEDOm As An OpPOrtunIty FOr ThE 
FLEsh, buT ThrOuGh LOVE sErvE OnE AnOthEr.”
What does the word “freedom” mean to you?
 

Does the way this verse defines freedom sound like freedom to you? Why 
or why not?
 

What would it look like in your life to use your freedom to “serve one 
another humbly in love”?

ThE runaWay
SeSsion 1 Small GrouP
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ApPLy It
This week, dig deeper into discovering what or who is influencing your 
choices. Each time you see an enticing version of “the good life” on 
social media or TV, ask yourself whether pursuing that kind of life will 
lead toward or away from God.

LukE 15:18: “I WiLL ARIsE AnD GO TO my FaThER, AnD I WiLL 
say TO him, ‘FaThER, I haVE sinnED AGAinsT hEAvEn AnD 
bEFOrE yOu.’”
Have you ever reached a rock bottom moment in your life where you 
realized you needed to confess your sins to God like this?
 

Why do you think it sometimes takes hitting rock bottom to see our 
sins clearly?

What could we do in our daily lives to avoid hitting rock bottom?

WhAt ARE yOu GOInG TO DO?

WhEn ARE yOu GOInG TO DO It?

Is ThERE sOmEOnE WhO can kEEp yOu ACcOunTabLE?

be Specific:
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nOTEs:
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